
GOAL 1:  Preserve productive agricultural land in Portage County. 
[Ag] Preserve productive agricultural land county-wide. 
[Econ] Identify and preserve productive agricultural land county-wide. 
[Cooperation] Preserve productive agricultural land county-wide. 

ADOPTED POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
a. Identify existing productive farmland and potentially productive farmland and encourage agricultural and 
related uses on these lands. 
 
b. Utilize land use planning to ensure preservation of valuable farmland. 
 
c. Discourage the division or conversion of valuable farmland for residential, commercial, or industrial 
purposes. 
 
d. Support large, contiguous blocks of farmland as a desirable land use pattern. 
 
e. Recognize for preservation, farmlands which have previously been identified for exclusive agricultural use 
through land use planning programs at the Town, Village, and County levels. 
 
 

ADOPTED NEED & CONCLUSION (Summary) 
[LU-B3] Protect important farmland and farming 
activity 

● Shelterbelt trees...minimize erosion. BMPs 

 

ADOPTED CONCLUSION (Opportunity) 
[LU-C8] Identification and preservation of good sites 
conducive to agri-processing industries as one 
means of helping realize the economic potential of 
the County’s significant vegetable growing 
resources. 

 

PROPOSED CONCLUSIONS 
 

● Build on non-farmable land. Encourage non-farm 
development on rough areas. 

[1/27/1] How can we keep farmland as farmland? And 
keep waterways, forests, etc.? 

Option: Build on non-farmable land; encourage 
non-farm development on rough areas 

[4/1/15] The accelerated pace of development and 
conversion seen in the 1990’s will likely not be repeated 
on as large a scale, but it is important to support 
resistance of further development of farmland. 

[4/1/15] There will undoubtedly be some irrigated land 
converted to residential/commercial/industrial 
development, especially east of Stevens Point. 

 
 
 
  



 

GOAL 2:  Maintain a viable agricultural economy in the County. 
[Ag] The agricultural community is economically viable. 
[Ag] Develop a process where the general public shares in the cost of protecting agricultural resources. 

ADOPTED POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
a. Support the continuation of a diversified agricultural base throughout the County. 
 
b. Encourage agri-business and agri-industry which support area farming and provide local jobs. 
 
c. Allow for the expansion of the agricultural sector and related growth of agri-business and agri-industry. 

ADOPTED ISSUE (Summary) 
[Ag-2] How will...increased demands for residential 
use be weighted against the loss of productive 
farmlands? 

 

ADOPTED ISSUES, CONCLUSION (Summary) 
[T-1] How can damage to roads...be reduced? 

● Municipalities may want County to help: 
bonds, monitoring, financial guarantees... 

[T-2] Should consideration be given in the design of 
roadways to minimize impacts on agriculture? 
 
PROPOSED CONCLUSION 

● Harden segments of some roads. 
● Helping farmers in light of changes to weight limits 

[1/27/1] How can we maintain infrastructure, and roads? 
Option: Harden segments of some roads. 

[3/12/2015] Helping with laws and regulations, i.e. vehicles 
of husbandry... 

 

PROPOSED CONCLUSION (Opportunity) 
● Determine if there are any areas where a 

strong case could be made to purchase 
development rights, enabling the landowner 
to benefit from foreseeable development 
pressure while keeping land in production. 

[1/27/1] How can we offer farmers better opportunities 
besides just selling? 

[1/27/1] How can entire farms be kept in production 
economically? How can we keep farmland in the family in 
light of taxes and economic issues? 

[4/1/15] Conversion of farmland for urban purposes can be 
lucrative for the landowner; it is their right to do what they 
want with their land. 

PROPOSED ISSUES & CONCLUSION 
How could the County help restore affordable access 
to farmlands suitable for a diverse set of viable types 
of farm? 

● Take stock of the types of parcels available 
now or in the foreseeable future 

● Support farm succession programs for small 
and medium sized operations 

● Consider supporting a farm enterprise 
incubator 

[3/12/15, 1/6/2016] Access to land is an issue for smaller 
market and newer farms... 

[3/12/15] Farms with retiring owners and no succession 
plan should be targeted by municipalities for community 
gardens. These could also serve as a farming incubator… 
[3/26/15] Success of smaller ag operations is often much 
more closely tied to the health and vitality of the local 
economy. 
[3/12/2015] Economic impact is a big factor and one that 
the community cares about; their support of farmers by 
purchasing locally is important 

 [3/12/15] Farms may form cooperatives or partnerships in 
order to share resources 

[3/26/15] More established ag operations have more stable 
relationship with lending institutions and are able to 
expand more easily than someone just starting out. 



GOAL 3:  Avoid conflicts between agricultural land uses and 
nonagricultural uses such as non-farm housing. 
[Ag] Agricultural practices are unencumbered by development. 
[Overall Community] Ensure that newly developed areas are compatible with existing uses of land. 

ADOPTED POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
a. Discourage the location of non-farm land uses directly adjacent to agricultural lands. 
 
b. Protect farm operations from the encroachment of incompatible land uses such as housing, which may 
hamper agricultural production due to nuisance and health related problems, or resulting legal actions. 
 
c. Utilize appropriate planning procedures within areas of urban expansion to anticipate future development 
and reduce conflicts arising from adjacent land uses. 
 
 
 

ADOPTED ISSUES & CONCLUSIONS (Summary) 
[Ag-1] How can agriculture be protected from...land 
use conflicts as rural population continues to rise? 

● disclosure; Towns’ buffer requirements 
● educate about related conflicts... 
● educate about issues related to groundwater 

protection: nitrate and pesticide levels 
 
[H-1] How can conflicts between residential 
development and agricultural uses be mitigated? 

● setback could be added as a covenant, to be 
further reviewed... 

 
[LU-A1] Conflicts between non-farm housing and 
agricultural uses. 

● inconveniences...not considered a nuisance 

[1/27/1] How can we minimize conflicts between 
agricultural and residential activities? 

Option: disclosure 
Option: covenants 

[3/12/15] County and local governments can support 
agriculture through laws and regulations, i.e. regarding 
implements of husbandry, right to farm, etc. 

PROPOSED ISSUES & CONCLUSIONS 
How can the County help to enhance the 
effectiveness of collaboration among various 
stakeholders seeking local solutions to conflicts? 

● Commit to convene and support structured 
processes for enhanced dialogue and 
deliberation 

● Establish local development prospects and 
goals 

[1/27/1] How can we hold down restrictions on farm 
operations? Most family farms share common interests [in 
protecting resources and maintaining the quality of place], 
yet the possibility of top-down regulation is a concern. 

[4/1/2015] EPA setback regulations can complicate 
fumigating fields near rural residences. 

 
 
  



 

GOAL 4:  Encourage sound soil conservation practices. 
ADOPTED POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
a. Encourage the use of Best Management Practices, and support the Resources Conservation Program 
recommended in the “Land and Water Resources Management Plan” of the Portage County Land and Water 
Conservation Division. 
 
b. Encourage conservation practices in agriculture and forestry which minimize soil loss and help assure the 
long term productivity of those soils. 
 
c. Encourage the retention and development of windbreaks in the sand plain. 
 
 

PROPOSED CONCLUSIONS 
● Support ongoing education in pursuit of ideal 

practices, and broader understanding and 
appreciation about modern practices 

● Implement Portage County’s Land and Water 
Resources Management Plan - including 
monitoring, and periodic reassessment - 
consistent with this plan 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
  



 

GOAL 5:  Better utilize the opportunities afforded by rural villages to 
accommodate certain commercial, industrial, and residential 
developments. 
ADOPTED POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
a. Recognize the advantages of the orderly growth of high density residential developments within a rural 
village. 
 
b. Support the efficient extension of appropriate infrastructure into areas identified for planned growth and 
development. 
 
c. Identify institutional, recreational, and cultural facilities that are supported primarily by rural villages while 
being utilized by the community at large. 
 
 

PROPOSED ISSUE & CONCLUSION: 
How can we minimize the loss of valuable farmland 
to expanding municipalities, including rural villages? 

● The County Farmland Preservation Plan 
should encourage the City and Villages to 
consider other areas for growth, including 
infilling and redevelopment within their 
boundaries, and allow farmers in close 
proximity to the urban areas. 

● Encourage municipalities to take steps to 
ensure that highly desirable, functional, and 
developable places are found within their 
boundaries. 

[1/27/1-5] How can we keep urban sprawl from becoming 
a problem? 

[1/27/1-7] How can we keep people in town? (Some 
people may be thinking that taxes will be lower in the 
country, but may be overlooking other costs.) 

[3/12/13]...considerable amount of good farmland within 
City and Village extraterritorial boundaries. The County 
Plan should encourage the City and Villages to consider 
other areas for growth, including infilling and 
redevelopment within their boundaries, and allow farmers 
in close proximity to the urban areas. Farming can be 
pushed to wetlands or rocky areas while valuable 
farmland is lost to municipalities 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
  



 

GOAL 6:  Protect the quality and quantity of the surface and 
groundwater resources of Portage County. 
ADOPTED POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
a. Support efforts to identify point and non-point source pollution of surface and groundwater associated with 
agricultural activities. 
 
b. Recognize the potential for groundwater contamination due to agricultural practices, particularly irrigated 
agriculture, as well as nonfarm activities, and stress the need for continuing education and study of this 
problem. 
 
c. Maintain the County’s natural surface and groundwater supplies at levels consistent with agricultural 
needs. 

PROPOSED ISSUES AND CONCLUSIONS 
How do we continue to coordinate with agencies 
supporting protection of water resources? 

● Implement Portage County’s Land and Water 
Resources Management Plan - including 
monitoring, and periodic reassessment - 
consistent with this plan 

● Establish resource protection goals consistent 
with local development priorities 

How can we ensure protection of groundwater 
resource over the course of future growth and 
investment in diverse uses and activities that the 
resource supports, while also assuring stakeholders 
of reasonable use? 

● Acknowledge the guiding principle for 
agriculture - sustain an economically viable 
agricultural industry - throughout dialogue and 
deliberation concerning groundwater 
management in Portage County, pursuing 
solutions that are support goals for many 
benefits of the resource 
 

[1/27/1-11] How can we maintain water rights and the 
ability to farm using the water needed to grow crops? 

[1/6/16] Question from notecard rephrased: In a situation 
where water with high nitrate or other chemicals is used 
to irrigate a crop, is it all absorbed and does it affect the 
crop? 

[3/26/15] Access to groundwater, at the times and 
amounts required for crop health and success, is required 
for the ag industry to remain a viable part of the Portage 
County Economy; [4/1/15] the DNR may be limiting the 
number of well permits moving forward, even for 
replacement wells. 

[4/1/15] Most farmland in Portage County needs irrigation 
to survive. 

[4/1/15] Farmers who irrigate have a large investment in 
irrigation equipment and must irrigate crops to get 
maximum production in order to be profitable and to meet 
the food needs of an expanding population. 

[4/1/15] it appears there has been (Table 9) an increase of 
irrigation of the smaller direct marketing farms. There has 
also been an increase of irrigation being used on dairy 
farms and smaller crop farming operations. large farming 
operations have become more stable with regards to 
irrigation usage. 

 
 
 
  



 

GOAL 7:  Conserve significant environmental, cultural, and historic 
areas and resources, consistent with agricultural needs. 
ADOPTED POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
a. Identify unique or valuable environmental areas for preservation, including wildlife habitat, wetlands and 
shoreland areas. 
 
b. Favor the preservation of adequate open spaces for recreational purposes. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  



 

GOAL 8:  Encourage orderly, planned urban growth which is 
consistent with the efficient use of tax dollars. 
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
a. Encourage infill and expansion of existing urban population centers and lands identified as “transition 
areas” in this Plan, to avoid “leapfrog” type development into surrounding agricultural areas. 
 
b. Allow for public facilities and services in a cost and energy efficient manner, consistent with federal, State, 
and Local public facility plans. 
 
c. Maintain an adequate supply of land for residential, commercial, industrial, and infrastructural needs. 
 

 [1/27/1] What can be done about the expansion of city 
boundaries? 

Option: Promote more infill. (We keep expanding 
rather than filling-in; driven by money.) 

[3/26/15]...acres...lost to urban development… Plans call 
for further expansion outward.  Plans for growth should 
take into account a balanced approach to overall 
community health and development, including the 
industry of agriculture. City and villages should minimize 
their plans for expansion, redirecting growth within their 
boundaries and not into prime agricultural areas. 

[3/26/15]...acres cropped has remained steady...continued 
encroachment...relocate [farms]… 

[3/26/15] Urban areas should make efforts to grow within 
their boundaries without expanding into agricultural lands, 
and make farming a priority. The county should 
encourage Towns and the City/Villages to discuss land 
use and boundary issues. Formulate transition plan? 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  



 

GOAL 9:  Encourage public participation and citizen input in the 
development of this Plan. 
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
a. Initiate public participation in the planning process amongst farmers, local officials, and other citizens. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 


