
Welcome… 
 

…to the Community Discussion on Portage County Agriculture and Food 
System! This evening’s Open House and Panel Discussion are part of the 
Portage County Farmland Preservation Plan planning process. 

 

What Is Farmland Preservation And Why Are We Talking About It? 

Farmland Preservation has been a State program dating back to the 1980’s. In 
fact, Portage County’s first, and only, Farmland Preservation Plan was adopted 
in 1985. In 2009 the State of Wisconsin created the Wisconsin Working Lands 
Initiative, essentially overhauling the Farmland Preservation Program. In order 
for landowners to take advantage of the Program’s tax credit incentive, the 
County must first update its Farmland Preservation Plan (FPP) in compliance 
with the Working Lands Initiative legislation (Section 91.10(1) Wis. Stats).  

The purpose of the FPP is to identify the state of agriculture in the County and 
the type of policies and actions the County will take to protect and encourage 
it. The requirements for the Plan are outlined in Section 91.10(1) of Wisconsin 
Statutes (see adjacent display).  

 

How Will This Plan Be Assembled? 

The responsibility for compiling the preliminary draft of the FPP lies primarily 
with the Farmland Preservation Plan Ad Hoc Steering Committee and Portage 
County Planning and Zoning Committee. The Plan will ultimately be adopted by 
the Portage County Board of Supervisors. 

Engaging citizens through this public participation plan helps these 
committees and the Portage County Board of Supervisors gain confidence that 
the plan ultimately reflects the values and preferences of local citizens. The 
following represents the opportunities that will be made available to inform and 
involve the public: 

  



 

• FPP Ad Hoc Steering Committee meetings, open to the public 

• Portage County Planning and Zoning Committee meetings, open to the 
public 

• Portage County Towns Association Unit Meetings 

• County website and blog space 

• Media and press releases  

• Public Open House meeting(s) 

• Public Hearing(s) 

 

Where Are We In The Planning Process? 

Phase I. Through a series of six public meetings held in February and March of 
2015, and another in December 2015, the FPP Ad Hoc Steering Committee 
brought together a substantial amount of background information describing 
the agriculture industry in Portage County from a variety of perspectives. The 
displays you find in the Lobby this evening represent a summary of this 
information, and are intended to inform you, as well as prompt questions or 
comments you might have about the industry. A full copy of the draft can be 
found on-line at https://pocofarmlandpres.wordpress.com/ 

 

Phase II. Comments and questions from tonight’s program will be collected 
and taken back to the FPP Ad Hoc Steering Committee for use in their 
discussion as they reconvene in early 2016 to identify major opportunities or 
issues related to the agriculture industry. Based on these opportunities and 
issues, the FPP Ad Hoc Committee will then make recommendations on 
goals/objectives/policies that Portage County will consider including in its 
Comprehensive Plan. Again, it will be the County Board that has final approval 
of this document, likely in the spring of 2016. 

 

Tonight… As you walk through the exhibits, learn something new, confirm 
something you already knew, and help us understand your feelings or concerns 
about agriculture in Portage County. Please spend a moment with the display 
including the adopted Vision 2020 from the County Comprehensive Plan, along 
with the existing goals/objectives/policies included in that document.  

 

Thank you for being here! 

https://pocofarmlandpres.wordpress.com/

