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To: Portage County Farmland Preservation Ad-Hoc Steering Committee 

From: Jeff Schuler, Director 

Date: November 25, 2015 

Re: Revised Farmland Preservation Plan Draft 
 
Attached you will find a revised draft of the Portage County Farmland Preservation Plan, dated 11-25-15. This is the 
first revision of the initial March 12, 2015 draft document, and is based on the comments, suggestions, and direction 
given by Committee members at the March 26 and April 1, 2015 Farmland Preservation Ad-Hoc Steering Committee 
meetings. In order to assemble this revised draft, staff went back through notes and draft minutes from these 
meetings, and from the March 12, 2015 meeting as well, to bring forward into the document as many of the 
discussion points and anecdotes shared by members as possible. Staff also did a considerable amount of research 
through the U.S. Census of Agriculture to find information that could provide a bit of background on the breadth and 
depth of agriculture-related activities in Portage County. Changes were made to tables and paragraphs based on 
Committee feedback. Primary staff assembling and reviewing the draft were County Agriculture Agent Ken 
Schroeder, County Conservationist Steve Bradley, Community Development Educator Nathan Sandwick and me. 
 
Please review the new draft quite closely. We were particularly concerned with including a solid discussion of 
irrigation, as discussed by the Committee. Information was also included from Federal data sources on the number 
of farms and acres being irrigated for different crops, etc., in order to provide the best level of understanding possible 
for the general public regarding how this production function is accomplished. Overall, we have tried to be as 
comprehensive – and concise - as possible with the background information, while providing a 10-year perspective 
on a variety of information and statistics.  
 
We are attempting to schedule an Ad Hoc Committee meeting for the first full week of December to review the 
draft. An agenda will be forthcoming after the meeting date is set; to-date we are having quorum issues. 
 
Success at this December meeting for the Committee will be two-fold: a) to fully review the content included in the 
11-25-15 draft, and offer any revisions needed to finalize the background descriptive information; and b) to discuss 
the background info enough to identify “significant trends” or issues in the different topic areas. Opportunities to 
offer these preliminary conclusions are located on pages 9, 16, 22, 31, 36, 41, 47, and 52 of the draft; some of these 
Plan sections currently contain statements taken from earlier Ad Hoc Committee comments. Please come prepared 
to completely resolve these areas of Committee opinion and issue identification. 
 
Once we have identified these trends and issues, we will look to hold a second Committee meeting in mid-December 
to more formally identify preliminary issues and conclusions. At that point, the Plan draft will be complete to the 
point where we can circulate it for public comment, and a hold a public information meeting in early January 2016. 
We can discuss specifics of this more at the early December meeting. 
 
Thank you for your continued interest in helping with this important project. My apologies for the lag time between 
the April meeting and this draft! If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 


