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To: Portage County Farmland Preservation Ad-Hoc Steering Committee 

From: Steve Kunst, Associate Planner 

Date: March 6, 2015 

Re: Discussion Items for the March 12, 2015 Meeting 

              

The month of March is upon us, meaning the Ad Hoc Committee has these next two meetings to 

complete the bulk of the work necessary to draft the initial portion of the update to the Portage 

County Farmland Preservation Plan. The Committee has accomplished a lot in the first three 

meetings, but plenty of discussion and decisions remain. The purpose of this memo is to both 

prepare you for the next meeting as well as tie together all of the Committee’s work to-date in 

order to understand how it will fit into the overall Plan.  

As established at the initial meeting January 29, 2015, the goal has been is to have a substantial 

portion of the Committee’s work completed by the end of March, due to the field or operations 

obligations many Ad Hoc Committee members involved in many facets of the agriculture 

industry face beginning with spring weather. By the end of this month we are looking to have 

assembled all of the information necessary to properly describe the current state of the 

agriculture industry in the County and identify a preliminary list of issues/challenges and 

important topics of the industry both now and into the future. This information, along with the 

initial results of our farmland preservation mapping discussions, can then be presented to the 

general public in accordance with the Public Participation Plan (PPP) we talked about at our last 

meeting. As promised, a draft PPP is included in your meeting packet for review and 

recommendation for adoption by the Portage County Planning and Zoning Committee and 

County Board of Supervisors.   

Our next meeting will be at the Central Wisconsin Electric Cooperative, 10401 Lystul Road, 

Rosholt (in the Town of Alban).  

WHAT’S BEEN ACCOMPLISHED?  

At the January 29
th

 Ad Hoc Committee meeting we began to review and discuss statistics 

summarizing agriculture in the County.  The second meeting built upon the information and 

discussions from the first. The Committee reviewed initial Plan text including additional 

agriculture statistics as well as a general overview of the County’s agricultural industry. By the 

end of the February 12
th

 meeting the conversation transitioned into some of the issues and 

challenges facing the industry. The third meeting, February 26
th

, shifted the focus of the 

Committee to farmland preservation area mapping, resulting in a number of potential mapping 

criteria.  

Where Does This Fit in the Overall Plan? 

Think of it this way - we are trying to tell the story of agriculture in Portage County: where the 
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industry is, how it got here, the issues/challenges/important topics of the industry, and ultimately 

conclude with how Portage County can work to preserve farmland and enhance the economic 

atmosphere for agriculture moving forward.  

All of the conversations we’ve had continue to build upon each other. As a Committee you 

reviewed some historic information detailing how the agriculture industry evolved to what it is 

today. Next, you began describing the people of the industry; the farm operators, processors, 

transporters, etc.  Then you talked about the necessary components for any given agriculture 

operation.   

We are looking for the Ad Hoc Committee to take the information we’ve gathered so far and 

accomplish a couple of tasks. First, to complete the description of agriculture in Portage County, 

we need to identify the issues/challenges/important factors currently facing the industry. What 

about the agricultural industry in the future? What challenges will future operators be facing? 

Identifying these items is one of the most important tasks of this Committee, as it provides the 

basis for identifying ways Portage County elected officials are able to help protect and promote 

agriculture.   

WHAT WE NEED TO ACCOMPLISH ON MARCH 12
TH

  

Draft Plan Text 

You will be receiving another version of the Farmland Preservation Plan text (in a separate 

mailing) in advance of the meeting. We will review this information as a group in a similar 

fashion as when we met in February in Buena Vista.  

List of Issues/Challenges/Important Factors 

Just as with our previous meetings, staff is looking to continue building upon our conversations. 

Using what we know about the current state of agricultural and how we got here, what are the 

most important issues or challenges currently facing the industry? What topics are at the 

forefront of producers, processors, suppliers and transporters minds? What future issues or 

challenges are also concerns? As mentioned earlier, we need to develop a list of 

issues/challenges/important topics of the industry to help inform future decision makers.  

Draft Public Participation Plan (PPP) 

Staff will also be looking for feedback on the draft PPP. Committee members made a number of 

recommendations at our February 26
th

 meeting. Please review the PPP document and be ready to 

comment on Thursday. Upon recommendation from the Committee, the PPP then goes to the 

County Planning and Zoning Committee for recommendation, and ultimate approval at the full 

County Board.  

Farmland Preservation Area Mapping 

Staff took the various mapping components recommended by the Committee at their February 

26
th

 meeting and generated a number a ‘layers’ that can be used to help guide our farmland 

preservation area mapping discussions. The Committee will be able to see these layers 

individually and together on Thursday.  
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INITIAL MAPPING DECISIONS FROM THE FEBRUARY 26
TH

 MEETING 

The general consensus of the Ad Hoc Committee at our initial mapping meeting was to create a 

farmland preservation area map with a goal of allowing anyone interested in the State’s farmland 

preservation program the ability to participate. The Committee elected to identify a list of criteria 

towns could utilize as part of their review. A given town could utilize any number of the criteria 

within the list in refining their map. Below are the initial recommended criteria: 

 Land within the Portage County Drainage District 

 Land under existing center-pivot irrigation systems 

 Lands currently zoned A1, Exclusive Agriculture under the Portage County Zoning 

Ordinance 

 Lands currently zoned Conservancy under the Portage County Zoning Ordinance 

 Lands identified as Agriculture in town Existing Land Use Maps 

CONCLUSION  

The agenda for Thursday’s meeting is ambitious. The primary goals are to continue building 

upon our conversations in order to generate a list of issues/challenges/important factors facing 

agriculture in Portage County as well as begin to refine our farmland preservation area mapping 

criteria. In addition, the Committee is being asked to review and act on the draft PPP and 

updated farmland preservation plan text. I hope this memo helped clarify the direction of the 

Committee and planning process overall, and look forward to seeing everyone on Thursday, 

March 12
th

.  

MEETING LOCATION 

Central Wisconsin Electric Cooperative 

10401 Lystul Road 

Rosholt WI 54473 

 

 

 


