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Portage County Farmland Preservation Plan: 
Public Participation Plan 

 
The planning process for the Portage County Farmland Preservation Plan 2015 Update is 
designed to be compliant with requirements established in Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 91, 
Farmland Preservation.  Section 91.10 lists the basic requirements for the content of the 
Farmland Preservation Plan, and includes two important subsections: 
 
(2) If the county has a comprehensive plan, the county shall include the farmland preservation 

plan in its comprehensive plan and shall ensure that the farmland preservation plan is 
consistent with the comprehensive plan. The county may incorporate information contained 
in other parts of the comprehensive plan into the farmland preservation plan by reference.  

 
(3) To adopt a farmland preservation plan…, a county shall follow the procedures 

under s. 66.1001 (4) for the adoption of a comprehensive plan, which include: 

 
66.1001(4)(a): The governing body of a local governmental unit shall adopt written procedures that 

are designed to foster public participation, including open discussion, communication programs, 

information services, and public meetings for which advance notice has been provided, in every stage 

of the preparation of a comprehensive plan. The written procedures shall provide for wide distribution 

of proposed, alternative, or amended elements of a comprehensive plan and shall provide an 

opportunity for written comments on the plan to be submitted by members of the public to the 

governing body and for the governing body to respond to such written comments. The written 

procedures shall describe the methods the governing body of a local governmental unit will use to 

distribute proposed, alternative, or amended elements of a comprehensive plan to owners of 

property, or to persons who have a leasehold interest in property pursuant to which the persons may 

extract nonmetallic mineral resources in or on property, in which the allowable use or intensity of use 

of the property is changed by the comprehensive plan. 

 
The responsibility for compiling the preliminary draft of the Farmland Preservation Plan will lie 
primarily with the Farmland Preservation Plan (FPP) Ad Hoc Steering Committee and Portage 
County Planning and Zoning Committee. Engaging citizens through this public participation plan 
helps these committees and the Portage County Board of Supervisors gain confidence that the 
plan ultimately reflects the values and preferences of local citizens. The following represents the 
opportunities that will be made available to inform and involve the public: 
 

 FPP Ad Hoc Committee meetings, open to the public 
 Portage County Planning and Zoning Committee meetings, open to the public 
 Portage County Towns Association Unit Meetings 
 County website and blog space 
 Media and press releases  
 Public Open House meeting(s) 
 Public Hearing(s) 

 
Public Meetings 

All meetings for the Farmland Preservation Ad Hoc Steering Committee and Portage County 
Planning and Zoning Committee shall be properly posted and noticed, per State Statutes, and 
open to the public to attend and observe the discussion of Committee members on the various 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/66.1001(4)
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planning topics. These meetings are not public forums for unlimited audience participation and 
input; limited public input may be allowed, however, at the discretion of the Committee Chair. 
FPP Ad Hoc Steering Committee meetings will be held at various locations across Portage 
County to allow more convenient attendance by as broad a geographic cross-section of County 
residents as possible. Meeting notices shall be made available to local media outlets (Portage 
County Gazette, Stevens Point Journal, Stevens Point City-Times, radio stations, etc.), and 
posted on the public meeting board located on the first floor of the Portage County Annex 
Building, 1462 Strongs Avenue in Stevens Point, as well as on the Portage County website 
(through the Planning and Zoning Department web page, Portage County main web page, and 
the monthly meeting calendar (“Agendas/Minutes”), all accessed through 
www.co.portage.wi.us). 
 
Official minutes of these meetings shall be available for review by the public after their approval 
by the appropriate Committee. Approval of minutes typically takes place at the next available 
Committee meeting. The minutes shall also be available for viewing via hard copy through the 
Portage County Planning and Zoning Office, located on the third floor of the Portage County 
Annex Building, 1462 Strongs Avenue in Stevens Point, or electronically through the Farmland 
Preservation blog site (see below) and Planning and Zoning Department web page. These 
minutes will also allow residents and interested parties who were unable to attend the meetings 
to track discussion topics and plan progress.  
 
Portage County Towns Association Unit Meeting(s) 
 
The Wisconsin Towns Association is a statewide, voluntary association of town and village 
governments charged with supporting local control of government and protecting the interest of 
towns. The Portage County Unit holds regular, bi-monthly unit meetings with town and village 
representatives to discuss local and statewide topics of interest. There will be four of these local 
unit meetings (March, May, July, September) during the main drafting phase of the FPP. 
Portage County Planning and Zoning staff will attend these meetings to keep local officials up-
to-date on the planning process and answer questions.  
 
County Website and Online Blog Site and Web Information 

An online blog site (www.pocofarmlandpres.wordpress.com) has been established to provide 
information on the ongoing Committee discussions, as well as provide access to meeting 
materials and information, draft chapter text and mapping.  
 
The Portage County website is also in the process of being upgraded, and will be utilized as a 
secondary source of FPP process information, as well as to provide links to other sources of 
information regarding the agriculture industry in Portage County and related topics. 
 
These sites will also allow any interested person to communicate questions directly to Planning 
and Zoning Department staff for both direct response and incorporation into Ad Hoc Steering 
Committee or Planning and Zoning Committee meetings.  
 
Media and Press Releases 

These forums for information distribution shall be utilized throughout the planning process. Local 
media staff and representatives will be encouraged to cover the ongoing proceedings, and 
Planning and Zoning Department staff will periodically provide these media outlets with 
announcement(s) of Committee progress, special events, and opportunities for more specific 
public participation. Opportunities to publicize the process will be pursued through local news 

http://www.co.portage.wi.us/
http://www.pocofarmlandpres.wordpress.com/
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organizations (print, radio), public/private organization newsletters, agriculture industry 
publications, etc.  
 
Public Open House meetings 

At key intervals throughout the Farmland Preservation planning process, information will be 
presented in a public forum setting specifically for soliciting direct comment and feedback from 
the general public and all interested parties. Announcements for these events will be widely 
circulated and posted at locations in communities throughout Portage County, with these efforts 
including targeted outreach to protected and underserved audiences. 
 
There will be a minimum of two “Public Open House” meetings held during the preliminary 
drafting stage of the planning process (see the anticipated timetable below). Theses Open 
Houses will be hosted by Portage County Planning and Zoning Department staff, and include 
attendance by FPP Ad Hoc Steering Committee members to assist in providing information on 
the planning process and information summarized to-date. 
 
The first of these meetings will take place at the point in the planning process when the FPP Ad 
Hoc Steering Committee has assembled the initial statistical summary and general description 
of the agricultural industry in Portage County, and has identified a preliminary list of issues and 
conclusions regarding the current state and future of the agriculture industry in Portage County. 
At this Open House, the public will have the opportunity to have the background materials 
presented and explained, and to ask questions and offer opinions on the state of the industry 
and issues related to it. 
 
The second Open House will take place at the point in the planning process when the Ad Hoc 
Steering Committee has identified and mapped preliminary areas to be considered for “farmland 
preservation” areas across Portage County. The process for determining the areas of the 
County to be included in this mapping exercise will be presented and explained. This meeting 
will also provide the initial draft of goals, objectives, and/or policies being proposed to address 
the “issues and conclusions” previously identified in the planning process. 
 
Questions and information from these Open Houses will be incorporated in the Ad Hoc Steering 
Committee’s subsequent discussions and FPP refinement, with an official preliminary draft of 
the FPP background text, issues/conclusions, goals, objectives, and/or policies, and mapping 
information ultimately being recommended to the Portage County Planning and Zoning 
Committee for review and recommendation to the Portage County Board of Supervisors. 
 
An additional open house may be held by the Portage County Planning and Zoning Committee 
at a point prior to the public hearing on the final draft of the Farmland Preservation Plan 
document. 
 
Public Hearing 

As directed by Wisconsin Statute section 91.10(5): A county shall notify the Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Protection (DATCP) before the county holds a public 
hearing on a proposed farmland preservation plan under sub. (1) or on any amendment to a 
farmland preservation plan. The county shall include a copy of the proposed farmland 
preservation plan or amendment in the notice. DATCP may review and comment on the plan or 
amendment.   
 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/91.10(1)
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At a minimum, the Portage County Planning and Zoning Committee will hold one public hearing 
on the Farmland Preservation Plan prior to taking action to recommend the Plan document to 
the Portage County Board of Supervisors for final review and action. All notifications for this 
public hearing shall meet Statutory requirements. All plan maps, text, and supporting materials 
will be available for review online through the Farmland Preservation blog site and through the 
Portage County website, and in person through the Portage County Planning and Zoning 
Department, a minimum of seven (7) days prior to the hearing. 
 

Planning Process (Tentative) Timeline 

 The Farmland Preservation Plan Ad Hoc Steering Committee will begin its work in late 
January 2015, and meet several times throughout February and March, 2015. These initial 
“regular” Committee meetings will be used to assemble the initial statistical summary and 
general description of the agricultural industry in Portage County, and identify a preliminary 
list of issues and topics considered most important for understanding the current state and 
future needs of the agricultural industry in Portage County. The Ad Hoc Steering Committee 
will also work to establish criteria for allowing preliminary “farmland preservation” areas to be 
established. 
 

 Public Open House #1 will be held in early April 2015. 
 

 Information from Public Open House #1, including any written comments received, will 
be provided to the Ad Hoc Steering Committee to be utilized in subsequent Committee 
meetings in May through July 2015 to determine preliminary recommendations for goals, 
objectives, and/or policies to address the issues identified in the initial Ad Hoc Steering 
Committee discussion phase. These meetings will result in the finalization of the 
background summary information, acknowledgement of attitudes and expectations 
regarding the future of agriculture in Portage County, validation of a vision statement for 
farmland preservation and agricultural development in Portage County, a prioritized list 
of issues and conclusions regarding the current state and future direction of the 
agriculture industry in Portage County, preliminary recommendations for goals, 
objectives, and/or policies to address the prioritized issues and conclusions, and a map 
describing the main areas of important “farmland” in Portage County that could benefit 
from some sort of long-range protection and accommodation. 

 

 Public Open House #2 will be held in early August 2015. 
 

 The FPP Ad Hoc Steering Committee will discuss the information brought forward from the 
second Public Open House, and formally make it’s recommendation to the Portage County 
Planning and Zoning Committee in the end of August 2015. 

 

 The Portage County Planning and Zoning Committee will hold one or more meetings, 
including the mandatory Public Hearing, by the end of October 2015, culminating in a 
recommendation of the final Farmland Preservation Plan draft to the Portage County Board 
of Supervisors. 

 

 The Portage County Board of Supervisors will review and adopt the Farmland Preservation 
Plan in November or December 2015. 
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Plan Submittal to Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection 

Once the Farmland Preservation Plan is adopted by Portage County, it will be submitted to the 
DATCP for certification that it meets the requirements of Ch 91 Wisconsin Statutes. Public input 
at that point will follow the requirements and opportunities presented in State Statute. State 
Certification officially concludes the Farmland Preservation Planning Process.  
 


