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As noted at our last meeting, the focus of the group will shift to Farmland Preservation Area 

mapping for next week’s meeting. The County is required to develop this map objectively; 

meaning, it cannot be created solely by landowner interest. The rationale we use in developing 

this map is required to be spelled out within the Plan. So where do we start? Using work already 

completed both in Portage County and around the State, staff assembled a number of ideas for 

the Committee to consider. Maps of some of these ideas are also included in your meeting 

packet. Our meeting will be at the Stockton Town Hall. The Town Hall address is available at 

the end of this document as well as the top of the meeting agenda.  

POTENTIAL FARMLAND PRESERVATION AREA MAPPING CRITERIA 

As staff assessed the different ways to approach this mapping requirement, it was logical to start 

with the discussions the different Portage County towns have previously had regarding just 

which areas were important to them for agricultural purposes. That led us to the definitions and 

maps of their adopted Town Comprehensive Plans, as well as existing zoning. 

 Enterprise and Intermediate Agricultural Future Land Use Categories 

Included in this packet you will find a map titled ‘L1 and L2 Future Land Use Categories.’ These 

represent the lands identified by towns through their comprehensive planning process as areas 

recommended for the continuation of agriculture, the protection of productive agricultural lands, 

and the retention of the rural character. The towns considered the varying degrees of the 

agricultural intensity, productivity of soils, and non-farm development pressures within various 

portions of their boundaries. Using that knowledge, they had the opportunity to map three 

different forms of agricultural future land use categories. The L-1, Enterprise Agriculture and L-

2 Intermediate Agriculture categories were utilized by Portage County towns as the categories 

most aggressively promoting and protecting agricultural activities. Descriptions of each category 

can be found below: 

L-1 Enterprise Agriculture: The Enterprise Agriculture Category is intended to include lands that can 

support a full range of intensive agricultural uses, including large dairies, large confined livestock 

feeding operations, and concentrations of irrigated vegetable crop production.  The L-1 Category uses 

and regulations are designed to implement Comprehensive Plan goals by encouraging livestock and other 

agricultural uses in areas where conditions are best suited to these agricultural pursuits, and 

discouraging residential development to avoid potential land use conflict.  Due to the more intensive 

nature of uses allowed, the L-1 category is not intended to be applied near moderately- to densely-

populated areas, and it is not intended to accommodate residential uses as principle uses. 
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L-2 Intermediate Agriculture: The Intermediate Agriculture Category is intended to preserve and 

enhance land for agricultural uses.  Large confined livestock operations are recommended to be limited 

to ensure compatible land use and minimize conflicts.  The intensity of agricultural uses allowed in this 

category is less than that of the L-1 Enterprise Agriculture category but more intense than the uses 

recommended in the L-3 Limited Agriculture category.  The L-2 category uses and regulations are 

designed to encourage agricultural uses in areas where soil and other conditions are best suited to these 

agricultural pursuits, and residential development is controlled to avoid potential conflict with 

agriculture uses.   

 Highly Productive Agricultural Soils 

As mentioned above, part of the County’s comprehensive planning process included identifying 

highly productive agricultural soils. These soils were mapped based on productivity and lowest 

degree of limitations for farming; this map was one of the tools towns used when identifying 

areas for L1 and L2 future land use categories. In addition, productive agricultural soils are a 

common criterion used by other communities when creating a farmland preservation area map.  

Existing “Exclusive Agricultural” (A1) Zoning  

The primary tool towns used to implement the agricultural recommendations of their 

comprehensive plan and the 1985 Farmland Preservation Plan is zoning, more specifically the 

County’s A1, Exclusive Agricultural zoning. Aside from an individual contract with the State, 

landowners were eligible for the tax credit program if they were identified in the old farmland 

preservation plan and zoned within the County’s A1 district. As recently mentioned by County 

Conservationist Steve Bradley, participation in the program has dropped throughout the years. 

Most of those still participating no longer have contracts; rather, they are zoned within this 

district.  

 Land in Conservancy Zoning  

If you remember back to our initial mapping discussions, you will recall that the farmland 

preservation areas we are looking to identify can be both agricultural lands and general open 

lands. The State requires 80% of the land identified in the County farmland preservation area 

map to be zoned in either an exclusive agricultural district, or a district more restrictive to 

nonfarm development. In the case of Portage County, the Conservancy zoning district can be 

categorized as more restrictive than A1 as it essentially prohibits any form of development.  If 

included in the map, these lands could work well in an effort to create large, contiguous blocks 

of farmland preservation areas.  

NEXT STEPS 

You’ve heard the requirements for farmland preservation area mapping on two occasions and 

have now reviewed a number of mapping ideas from staff. Using this information, as well as 

your knowledge of the needs of the agriculture industry, staff is now looking for your feedback 

and ideas. What components are needed to identify the land in Portage County that should be 

preserved for agricultural activities into the future? Are the previous town-level discussions and 

town-applied zoning the best place to start? Are there other factors that should be included? 

What are your thoughts? This will be the primary discussion item at next week’s meeting.  
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 

Any long-range planning process, in order for it to reflect the views of the residents, must 

include opportunities throughout the process for public education and feedback gathering. State 

Statute also requires the County to seek input from the general public and to document its 

methods for getting that input.  This Ad Hoc Committee is charged with completing the initial 

draft of the Farmland Preservation Plan, and therefore needs to establish a plan for how the 

public can be involved. Besides having access to each of these publicly noticed Ad Hoc 

Committee meetings, there are likely two times during our process when direct public feedback 

makes the most sense. Staff will be presenting some ideas for accomplishing this at next week’s 

meeting. 

MEETING LOCATION 

Stockton Town Hall 

7252 6
th

 Street 

Custer WI 54423 

 

 

REMINDER -  FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN WEBSITE 

All of the materials in this packet are also available on the project website. 

https://pocofarmlandpres.wordpress.com/ 

 

https://pocofarmlandpres.wordpress.com/

